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NEW JERSEY
SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION
383 W. State St., P..O. Box 909, Trenton, N. J. 08605 Phone (609) 695-76p0
Dr. Mark W. Hurwitz, CAE Executive Director Ch. Lloyd J. Newbeker, Jr. Assailant ixecutive Director *?

AD HOC COMMITTEE TO STUDY SCHOOL VANDALISM

1975 SCHOOL VANDALISM SURVEY

INTRODUCTION

U S DEPARTMENT OP NiALTN.
EDUCATION t W\ NATIONAL INSTITUTE OP

EDUCATION
THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO
DUCEO EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN
ATING IT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS
STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE
SENT OFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

,EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY

The New Jersey School Boards Association's Ad Hoc Committee to S4id8; School Vandalism was formed in
December, 1975 to Investigate and make re mendations for delegate consideration on the complex problems
of school.vandalism. The Vandalism Com itteeefeit that one of the first steps in its study would bekto access
the statewide impact of school vandalism. o accomplish this end the Vandalism Committee developed a
survey instrument which was sent to every p is school distiOct in New Jersey.

4
A total of 249 responses, ref/resenting 42% of Ifileski Jersey's 586 operating public schOldistricts, were received.

-A. Total vandalism costs for the following classifications:

1. Glass Breakage filet'

2. Fire-Arson
3. Theft (stolen equipment and furniture)
4. Property Destruction (graffiti, smashed furniture, washroom fixture destruction, carved desks

and miscellaneous ruination)

B. Comparisons on the costs and incidents of vandal.a'cts for the years 1972-73, 1973-74 and 1974-75
C. Locati8n of vandal acts
D. Occurrence of vandal acts
E. Methods/techniques/devices used to reduce the costs of vandalism
F. Security cost data for the following classificationst

1. Exterior Byilding Lighting
2. Security Equipment -

.' Break Resistant Windows
4. Security Personnel

,e

G. Vandalism and School Security Policies

Survey results for each of the areas of vandalism will be presented in a 4Able format (where applicable) proceeded
by a narrative summary and conclusion from the data within the tables. For the purposes of this survey; vandalism
is defined as willful and deliberate da%nage and theft of school property.
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SURVEY HIG)-1LIGHTS

1. A total of 249 responses was received f om the 586 operating public school districts in New Jet sec.: I he 4.,'',k,

response to this detailed sutvey is vie asaypresentative sampling by the Vandalism Committee.

2. The greatest school district respoKke to the Vandalism Suryey was recorded in the glass breakage classiticat ion,
with a 76% response rate. *

3. The total estimated statewide costs to school districts due to vandalism are projected at $5,144,485 31, be5cLI
on survey responses.

4. The total estimated statewide costs for vandalism reduction and prevention arevFojected at $12,5P6,073 45,
based on surrey responses.

5. The combined annual expenditures made by New Jersey's public school districts are estimated at $17,720,558.7f,
as projected from survey responses.

6. Districts reporting to the survey indicated that vandalism most often occurred in washrooms (mean costs of
$1,430.76 per district) and to school building exteriors (mean costs of $3,049.31 per district) on weekends,

- holidays and vacations, indicating that vacant school buildings are prime targets of school vandals.

T. The estimated statewide costs for security personnel is projected at $8,393,023.01, based on survey responses.

8. The most frequent responses to vandal reduction methods (exterior lighting, security equipment, break
rest nt windows and security personnel) indicate an emphasis on immediate solutions to vandalism problems.
Long range solutions in the area of community involvement, parental guidance and pupil education received
fewer responses.

9. Most board s.44 education have addressed the problems of school vandalism and security in the areas of policy

ll
interraation, trespassing, reporting vandalism, parental restitution for vandal acts, community` involvement

- tend student involvement.

VANDALISM COMMITTEE STATEMENT_
d.

0

e New jersey. School Boards As'sociation's Ad Hoc Committee to Study School Vandalism expresses its sincere
appreciation to`those school districts responding to the survey. The survey results will be of tremendous assistance
to the Committee iv concluding its work. The survey results should be used by school districts to assess the extent
of vanqa,lism in thejr districts and to compare vandalism losses with vandalism reduction and prevention costs.
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